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Meeting of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society. 


: Fesrvuary 24, 1819, the “HAMILTON BAPTIST MIS- 
SIONARY SOCIETY,” held their Annual Meeting, at the 


meeting house in Cazenovia. Elder Frederick Freeman preached 


from Romans x. 14.—After Sermon a Contribution of ten dollars 
was received for the Foreign and Domestic Societies.—The Board 


of Directors presented their Report, which was read and accepted. 


The Society then proceeded to appoint their Officers for the year 
ensuing, and the following persons were elected :— 


Elder JOHN PECK, President; 
Elder JOHN LAWTON, Secretary; 
Brother DANIEL LATHROP, Treasurer. 
Elder JOSEPH COLEY, 7 
NATHAN BAKER, 
NATHAN PECK, 
FREDERICK FREEMAN, 
Brother ISAAC RINDGE, | 
THOMAS COX, 
SAMUEL TORRY, 
CHARLES W. HULL, | 


After the choice of Officers, ten Femate Societies presented 
Donations in cash, cloth and articles of clothing, to the amount of: 
Taree HunpreD aND Twenty DouLars AND FIFTY-SEVEN 
Cents. The particulars will be presented in the next Report of 
the Board. 

_ The next Annual Meeting to be held at the Meeting House 
'n Derayter, the Wednesday after the third Sabbath in February, 


1820.—Eléer Buakerex to preach a Sermon—lIn case of failure; 
Elder Lane. li : 


, Directors: 
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Report of the Board. 











REPORT 
| Of the Board of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary 
Society—February 24, 1819. 


Dear BRETHREN, 
The time of our services having expired, we feel it io be our 


duty to render an account of our stewardship. We have endeavor- 
ed to keep in sight the great object the Society has in view, which 
is to disseminate the blessed traths of the Gospel among the desti- 
tute. Accordingly, it has been our siudy {o seek those places which 
were most destitute; but in this, we needed great wisdom, aod our 
minds were often deeply affected with a view of the situation of our 
country in respect to a preached gospel. What a wide waste lies 
around us! Inalmost every direction we see vast numbers of precious 
immortals, destitute of the bread of life; and almost every passing 
iB breeze, wafts to our affected ears a Macedonian cry, ‘‘ Come over, 

and help us” Amidst these circumstances, we have acted according 
to our best judgment, and if we have erred, it is, we trust, from 
the head and not the heart. We have since our appointment, em- 


fee oa ployed the following m’ssionaries:— : 
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| 1s mi Elder Daniel Hascall, 6 weeks; 
an, ae Samuel Churchill, 6 weeks; 
" Ya Peter P. Roots, 22 weeks; 
bide John Lawton. 18 weeks; 
pele: Solomon Johnson, 20 weeks and 5 days; 
Pag Roswell Beckwith, $ weeks; 
en a Jonathan Ferris, 3 weeks; 
tai Cyrus Andrews, 9 weeks and 3 days; 


Frederick Freeman, 4 weeks and 4 dayz; 

Nathan Peck. 8 weeks and 5 days; 

Timothy Shepard, 14 weeks and 6 days. 
All these have made a return of their labors. 


We fave likewise appointed— 
Elder Hanks, 13 weeks—Elder Warner Goodell, 3 weeks—~ 


Elder E. M. Spencer, 10 weeks—Elder Rufus Freeman, 12 weeks 
—Elder Galusha, 6 weeks—Elder Nathan Baker, 6 weeks—Elder 
John Peck, 4 weeks—Elder Dutcher, 6 weeks—Elder Bennet, 4 
weeks— Elder Purrington, 4 weeks; and Elder Throop, 4 weeks. 

From these we have received no returns; yet have reason to be- 
lieve, that much of the service is performed. 

In the appointment of missionaries, and in designating the field 
of operations, we have not been actuated by local prejudices; but 
have eudeavored to keep in view the best interests of Zion. Our mis- 
sionaries have travelled through the nortbern counties of this state, 
in the towns contiguous to the St. Lawrence; while others, passing 
south of the Cayuga Lake, have proclaimed a risen Saviour through 
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sumerous towns, even to lake Erie: Others, again, have found 
their way into Upper Canada; and in the regions around lake Onta- 
rio have made known the word of God; while some have penetrated 
the fertile state of Ohio, and there dispensed the word of life. 

It would be peculiarly gratifying to the Board, could they pre- 
sent the Society with an entire view of the encouraging prospects 
exhibited in the animating details of your missionaries, but that can- 
not be expected in a report of this kind; we must refer you to an 
abstract published in our Magazine. But we must, in justice, ob- 
serve, that your missionaries have faithfully discharged the duties 
devolving on them; and that they have been, apparently, re- 
ceived with cordiality and friendship; and their labors have been 
blessed —We have the fullest evidence, that through the instru- 
mentality of our dear brethren, sinners have been awakened, souls 
converted, and the hearts of God’s dear children comforted. O, 
pleasing thought! how delightful to contemplate, that, in the regions 
of bliss, we may meet with souls-from Canada, Ohio and numerous 
other destitute places, who ascribe their Salvation to God, through 
the instrumentality of this Society. 

As to the state of the Funds, we refer you to the Treasurer’s Re- 
port. At our meeting in February last, we were made to rejoice, 
by our dear sisters composing several Female Societies coming for- 
ward, with a liberal douation of $252 38 cents. Subsequently to 
that time four other Female Societies have brought in, to the a- 
mount of $19 28. We have likewise from time to time receiv- 
ed from generous individuals, whose hearts the Lord has opened, lib- 
eral contributions, which have augmented our funds, and enabled 
us to act upon an extensive scale. 

You will, doubtless, expect to hear something concerning the 
Magazine, connecied with, and under the patronage of the Society. 
It is with pleasure we can inform you, that the prospect of its use- 
fulness brightens; and, in a pecuniary point of view, it promises ta 
be of great utility. It is owing, in a great measure, to the advanta- 
ges derived from this establishment, that the Board has been ena- 
bled to make so many appointments. As we have not received re- 
turns from all the agents, we cannot present you with a detailed view 
of the subject. But if the subscribers should be punctual in ma- 
king payments; as the work has an extensive circulation, we have 
every reason to believe it will yield considerable pecuniary aid. But 
this, however, is pot the principal object in view. ‘The religious in- 
formation communicated, the missionary ardor excited, the consola- 
tions afforded to many of our destitute brethren and sisters in the 
wilderness; and the instances of awakening the careless and secure, 
which have been witnessed, are of more importance, than any pecu- 
niary advantages to be realized from the work. 

As it is not the intention of the Society to have the funds lie use- 
Jess, you will perceive that we have made appointments exceeding 
all former examples. We have appointed missionaries for a term 
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equal to the labors of one missionary for three years six months, 
and two weeks. We have received accounts of the perform- 
ance of two years aud thirty weeks service. ‘T’he consequente is, 
that our funds are nearly exhausted. You will readily perceive the 
necessity of further exertions on the part of the Soeiety, and all! the 
friends of truth, in order to enable the Board to pursue their lauda- 
ble designs. , 

It is possible that some cold hearted calculators, may censure us 
for imprudence in {he uumerous appointments we have made. But 
we presume there is not a bosom in which a spark of divine philan- 
thropy glows, But would act in the same manner, in similar circum- 
stances. ‘I‘o hear the numerous calls and earnest entreaties for 
help, to witness the extatic joy, that is often apparent upon being 
visited by a minister of the gospel—the real satisfaction enjoyed in 
such interviews—the earnest solicitations, for a renewal and contin- 
uance of such favors—tbe multitude of briny tears shed on the occa- 
sion of parting, is enough to meit the most flinty heart, and reduce 
apathy itself to the tenderest sensibilities, to excite the most un- 
wearied exertions, the most liberal contributions, for so noble and. 
godlike a purpose. | 

Without the continued exertions of the friends of truth, the Board 
must discontinue their pursuits, and in unavailing sorrow sit down 
and listen to the pathetic cries of the destitute, without the means 
of affording any relief. | 

What! must it be so, that this Society, which has arisen to such 
respectability; and in the course of ten years dispensed so many 
blessings; and upon whom the blessing of thousands of destitute 
souls has come; must it now terminate its course and cease its pi- 
ous labors? Nay, it cannot be; our trust is in Him, whose is the 
earth and the fulness thereof, and in whose hand are the hearts of 
all flesh, and he can turn them as the rivers of water are turned.— 
He who hears the young ravens when they cry, aod supplies their 
wants, will hear the cries of his destitute children, and will provide 
for their relief. And we have the fullest confidence in your benev- 
olence, and Christian philanthropy, and believe that you will conti- 
nue your Jaudable exertions in this glorious cause. 

Since our last meeting, God has seen fit to call off from a world 
of sin and sorrow, avd from a scene of pain and distress, to a world 
of joy and love, our dear and venerable father in the gospel, Eider 
EvisHA Ransom, who has Jong been a useful member of this Soci- 
ety. But his labors are terminated, his soul is at rest in the bo- 
som of his dear Redeemer. We, Brethren, must soon follow him 
into that eternal world. Let us be prepared, and while we live, let 
us not be weary in well doing; knowing, that in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not. 

By order of the Board, 
JOHN PECK, PresiDENT: 


JOHN LAWTON, Secrerary. 
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Of the Treasurer of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary 





Society. 
Donations from Septemver 9, 1817, to February, 1819. 

1817. 

_ 9. From James Cassells, $1 00 

Several Sisters in Preston, cash, 3 10 

Do. do. 1 piece girting, 1 00 

Elder Kingsley, 1 00 

Anna Spencer, one sbirt 1 50 

Polly Spencer, cash 0 50 

Jonathan Lewis, cash 1 00 

Sept. 10, Sherburne Female Mite Society, cash 4A 50 

Do. do. 20 yards flannel 15 00 

Smithville Church and Society, cash 2 50 

Widow Breed, Manlius, 2 1-2 yds fulied cloth 2 50 

1818. ¢ From Cazenovia Female Mite Society, 

Feb. 19,4 «@ 16 1-2 yards fullea cloth 24 08 

Homer Female Mite Society, cash 10 25 

Do. do. 23 34 yds fulled cloth 25 25 

German Female Mite Society, 16 ydsfulled cloth 20 00 

Do. do. 34 yds browntowcloth 12 75 

Hamilton Female Mite Society, cash 14 06 

Do. do. 1] yds fulled cloth 14 42 

Eaton Female Miss. Society, 21] yds full’d cloth 24 98 

N. Norwich Fem. Mite Society, 17 3-4 yds flancel 8 87 

Do co 23 1-4 yds brown tow cloth 8 70 

Deruyter Fem. M. Society, 23 yds white linen cloth 9 34 

Do co two pair of stockings 0 87 

Fabius Female Mite Society, 21°3-4 yds fulied cloth 28 37 

Do do 5 1-4 yds fulled cloth 6 2) 

A Friead of Missions in Madison, cash 25 00 

Peter Mowry, Nelson, cash 3 00 

Henry Kinney, Deruyter, cash 0 50 

Church and Society in Homer, cash 5 32 

Sister St. John, Fabins, _ 1:00 

May. Homer Female Mite Society, two handkerchiefs 1 00 

Barak Beckwith, esq. cash 1 00 

Doctor Timothy Rogers, Hamilton, cash 3 00 

Isaac Rindge, Homer, cash 4 00 

Dryden Female Society, 1 vest pattern, & silk 1 00 

Do 3 handkerchiefs 1 14 

Do 1 double handk'f & socks 1 24 

Do cash 7 00 

Deborah Beckwith, Cazenovia, cash 0 50 

Carried over, $296 40 
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Bept.10. 


By Elder John Lawton, 





Report of the Treasurer. 


. Brought forward, $296 40 

From Widow Breed, i 1 00 
Church and Society in North Norwich, cash 0 74 
Female Freegift Society in Madison, cash 13 32 
Benjamin Tubbs, sen. cash 0 55 
Smithville Female Mite Society, 12 1-2 yds flannel 11 71 
Do do cash 2 62 
Pompey & Manlius F. Benev. Society, 1 ch’d blanket 5 00 
Mariem Taylor, Nelson, one pair of seeks 0 56 


Total, $331 90 


Donations recetved by Missionaries on their 


several Tours. 


$16 19 
Roswell Beckwith, 6 00 
Jonathan Ferris, @ 50 
Peter P. Roots, 13:7 
Nathan Peck, 6-0 
Do, from Female Society 6 25 
in Alfred, : 
Frederick Freeman, 9 35 
Cyrus Andrews, 4 25 
Daniel Hascall, 0 75 
: Timothy Shepard, | 27 23 


wo $89 26 
Additional Donations. 

















From First Church and Society in Eaton, 4 58 
Nathan Baker. jun. 1 00 
Second Church and Society in Nelson, 3 86 
1819—Feb. 24. From Church and Society in 5 93 
Cazenovia, be 
14 67 
Sum Total of Donations, $435 83 
From Members for their Subscriptions, 72 00 
General Agent—avails of Magazine, 200 00 
Total of Receipts, $707 83 
Balance in the Treasury as per last Report, 456 66 
Total, $1164 49 
Expenditures for the last year, 1026 44 
Balance in theTreasury, $138 05 


——— — 


DANIEL LATHROP, Treasurer- 











eS — 


Abstract of Missionary Labors. 


MISSIONARY TOURS. 


we 


Elder Frederick Freeman’s Tour. 


Elder Freperick Freeman has performed a short teur of eleven 
days in the country contiguous to Oswego. During which he trav- 
elled one hundred and fifty miles; preached 17 times; besides visit- 
ing schools, and families. He also met with one Missionary Soci- 
ety. He agreed with Mr. Alvord, of Salina, to aet as an agent for 
the distribution of the Magazines; he likewise made arrangements 
for the disposing of a large number of that publication, in those parts 
of the country. A Missionary Society, which held their annual 
meeting in Scriba, engaged to use their influence in circulating the 
Magazines in those parts of the country. Elder Ferris kindly un- 
dertook the agency. 7 

He concludes with observing:—“ From the vicinity of Rome te 
that of Little Sodus, westward, and from the Oneida lake an‘ river 
to Ellisburgh northward; a tract from sixty to seventy miles in length 
and from forty to fifty in breadth, I could hear of but one settled 
minister of the Presbyterian order, and but two ordained Baptist 
ministers, Elders Barnes and Ferris. I understood that Elder 
Barnes did not travel much in preaching. Elder Ferris is an aged 
map, but is laboriously employed a great part of his time, in travel- 
ling and preaching from place to place. 

Could the Society witness with what emotions a missionary is 
received, and with what readiness and attention he is heard among 
this destitute people, surely they would not think of relaxing their 
efforts to give them the opportunity. In general, a missionary, if he 
were able, might preach twice a day almost contigyally. 


oe 


Elder Solomon Johnson’s Tour. 


On the 9th of July, 1818, Elder Jounson, began a missionary 
tour for three months; which he performed in the county of St. Law- 
rence, and parts contiguous. In which time he preached about 
one hundred and forty times. Baptized seven persons, and broke 
bread eleven times. 

This indefatigable missionary, bas informed us that in the county 
of St. Lawrence, there are ren churches, and but rwo ministers, 
and those are stationary. ‘ The harvest is great, but the faithful la- 
borers few.’’ He was constrained, therefore, to labor with all his 
might. He endeavored to originate Female and other Societies in 
different parts of the county. Four are already established. He 
had the encourarement of support from the people in those parts, 
for one half the time for one year. 






















































296 Annual Meeting of the Madison Society, aé. 


Annual Meeting of the “ Madison Soeiety, Auxiliary to the Bap- 
tist Board of Foreign Missions.”’ 

The “MADISON SOCIETY, Auxiliary to the Baptist Board 
of Foreign Missions,” held their Annual Meeting at Cazenovia, 
Feb. 24, 1819, (at the same time the Hamilton Baptist Missionary 
Society held their aonual meeting.) Sermon by Elder F. Freeman, 
from Romans x. xiv. After Sermon the Board made Report, and 
also the Treasurer. : 

The Society then proceeded to make choice of the following 
persons, to compose the Board for the ensuing year. 

Elder ALFRED BENNET, President; 
NATHANIEL KENDRICK, Secretary; 
Brother SAMUEL PAYNE, Treasurer. . 

JONATHAN OLMS'TEAD, DANIEL HASCALL, ASA 

BENNET and EDWARD SOUTHWORTH, Directors. 


The Directors of the “ MADISON SOCIETY, Auxiliary to 
the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions,” respectfully sabmit to the 


Society the following 
REPORT. 4 

The rapid current of time moves on, bringigg forward new events, 
and affording to the people of God, new opportunities to assist in 
advancing the Redeemer’s kingdom. It is our highest privilege, 
as well as our indispensible duty, to be “ workers together with 
God.” Christ left it in charge with his disciples, “ to go into all 
the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” He promi- 
sed to be with them alway, even unto the end of the world;” there- 
fore the duty to preach the Gaspel to every creatare will be bind- 
ing on ministers while the world stands; and every christian should 
co-operate with them in the arduous and delightful employment. 
Every exertion tendicg to disseminate Gospel light, either at home 
or abroad, is worthy of approbation. But amidst the great variety 
of calls on the liberality of christians, we trust the loud call of 
six hundred millions of perishing heathen will not be neglected. 
Our funds have been replenished by the liberalities of Churches, 
of Female Societies and of individuals. ‘The ‘Treasurer has 
transmitted to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions three hun- 
dred and ninety dollars the year past. The amount of funds be- 
longing to the Society is two hundred and eighty-nine dollars and 
fifty-four cents. Some part of which being in notes taken for 
cloth, cannot be immediately applied to the object to which it was 
consecrated; but it is the opinion of this Board that as soon as 
it is practicable, it ought to be converted iato'cash, and transmit- 
ted to the general fund. 

Dear Brethren—Let us not be weary in well dcing; let us in- 
crease our exertions in this good work. With our exertions let ns 
mingle our prayers to Almighty God, for the success of missionary 
labors. 








State of the Funds. 


By Elder Frederick Freeman, 
Elder Bennet, 
Elder Purrington, 


Contribution taken at the Monthly Prayer Meeting 


io North Norwich, 
By James Purdy, 
Cyrus Lion, 
John Benton, 
Nathaniel W eston, 
Isaac Ketcham, 
Seth Dickenson, 
First Church and Society in Eaton, 


Second Church and Society in Eaton, 


Church and Society in Hamilton, 


Second Church and Society in Nelson, 


Church and Society in Oxford, 


Church and Society in Peterborough, 
Church and Society in North Norwich, 


Church and Society in Sherburne, 
Church and Society in Smithville, 
Church and Society in Verona, 
Female Society in W estmoreland, 
Also 1] pair of suspenders. 
Female Society in Smithville, 


Also 25 yards flannel, and 12 1-2 yards linen. 
Benevolent Female Society in Pompey and 


Manlius, one blanket 
Benajah ‘l'ubbs, 
Daniel Hatch, 
Contribution at Delphi, 


Also 1 pair of jewels and a gold ring. 
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$10 00 
00 
00 
67 
00 
00 
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00 
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00 
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95 
60 
50 
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50 
75 
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0 55 
1 00 
68 95 


By the hand of F. Freeman—Collected from Members, 9 00 - 


Contribution of Pompey Center Society, 


By the hand of Elder Nathan Baker— 
Lucy Baker, 
Joseph Williams, 


By the hand of Elder John Peck— 
Barak Beckwith, 
Lucy Sherman, 


Contribution of Church and Society i in Cazenovia, 


Obed Warren, 


Mamre Knapp, 2 1-2 yards of broadcloth. 


Carried over, 


Kk 


1 57 


00 
00 


bt te 


1 00 
1 00 
3 09 
1 00 


—— 





$185 82 
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Brought forward, 


Letter from Elder John M. Pecie. 






$185 go 








By Contribution at the meeting of the Society in 5 20 
Cazenovia, : ? 
Belia Crandalt, 1 00 
Nathaniel Kendrick, 1 00 
Abijah Underwood, 1 00 
Edward Southworth, 1 00 
Ebenezer Andrews, 1 09 
Peter P. Roots, 1 00. 
By the hand of Elder Alfred Bennet— 
Collected from Members, 10: 00 
Church and Society in Homer, 16 00 
By the hand of Elder Thomas Purrington— 
Collected from Members, 4 00 
By Park A. Mogan, one pair of shoes. 
Female Society in Eaton, 21 1-4 y’ds broadcloth: 

Also 2 pair socks, 1 do. mittens & 1 do. overshoes, 
Roswell Beckwith, 1} 00 
Russel Chase, 1 00 
Garrat Van Hoven, jun. 1 00 
Dauiel Allen, k 00 
Jonathan Olmstead, k 00 
Griffin Sweet, tT 00” 
Moses Savage, 1 00 
James Nickerson, 3 007 
Daniel Hascall, k 00 

— Sherwood, } 00 
Samuel Payue, 1 00: 

: $240 04 
Balance in the Treasury last year; 429 50: 
Total Receipts, $669 54 
‘Transmitted since the last year, 390 00 
Balance now in the Treasury, $ 279 54: 


re, J Qe: 


WESTERN MISSION. 





BETTER FROM ELDER J. M. PECK TO ONE OF THE EDITORS, DATED’ 


St. Louis, Dec. 3, 1818. 


Dear Brother, 
Your very acceptable letter, accompanied with the sixteenth 


number of the Magazine and the Minutes of the Association, have 
been received; for which I tender you my sincere thanks. With: 











Letter from Eider John M. Peck. 299 


this, in return, you will receive the Minutes of the Missouri Asso- 
ciation,*and the Constitution of the “ United Society for the 
Spread of the Gospel.” To carry the latter into effect, I am 
now directing my whole attention, while Brother Welch takes 
the charge of the school and other affairs in St. Louis. I see no 
way at present so likely to promote the cause for which I came 
into this land, as an effort to elicit and combine the exertions of 
the people for their own good, and that of their perishing fellow 
beings. My success in this, is already mere than I could have an- 
ticipated, and the prospeet before me is quite encouraging. By a 
few extracts from my journal in a tour in the counties south and 
south west of St. Louis, you may learn tke state of things in that 
quarter. 

Nov. 3.—Gave the parting hand to my family, and set off on a 
missionary tour. Passed through St. Genevieve, the Barrens, &c. 
and reached Jackson on Friday. 

7th.— Attended the quarterly meeting of the Bethel Association: 
Preached and introduced the business of the Mission. Io the even- 
ing, the “ Cape Girardean Society Auxiliary to the United Soci- 
ety,’’ was formed. : 

8th.—Lord’s-day gave me an opportunity to preach a Missionary 
Sermon, and received thirty-one dollars and eighty-seven cents. 
Obtained several annual subscribers to the main Society. 

9th.— Visited a number of families and schools, and in the even- 
ing preached at the house of Rev. Mr. Green. 

10th.—Rode to Cape Girardean town. Preached to a small, but 
solemn assembly; and frem thence rode eight miles further down 
the Mississippi; where I preached and formed the “ Tywappity 
Mite Society Auxiliary,” &e. . 


11th._—Turning my course I rode through Cape Girardean to 
Jackson; where lL preached in the evening, and assisted in forming 
the “ Jackson Female Mite Society Auxiliary,’ &c. This is the 
first Female Society ever constituted west of the Mississippi. En- 
gaged in it, are a number of worthy respectable ladies. O may it 
prove the presage of multitudes of such institutions, which may 
hereafter arise in this land! 

Nov. 12 —After making arrangements for the further progress of 
the above Societies. 1 departed for St. Michael, forty miles in the 
interior; near which I expected to get a small school, amongst a 
band of Indians. Upon arrival found the Indians had mostly de- 
parted for Blackriver; where they expeet to make a permanent res. 
idence. In consequence of which, I postponed the schoo! till next 
season, and in the mean time engaged Brother Redding, a Baptist 
minister, to visit them. The Saturday and Sabbath following, was 
spent with tbe Baptist Church io this region. Preached several 
times. 

17th.— Rode to Cook’s settlement, preached in the day and eve- 
ning; and formed the “ Liberty Mite Society Auxiliary,” &c. 
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$00 Letter from Mrs. Judson. 


16.—Returned to the vicinity of St. Michael. Preached and 
organized the “ St. Michael Society Auxiliary,” &c. 

‘Ube following Saturday and Sabbath | visited the scattering 
settlements down the St. Franeois, and west of that river. Here 
is a small church, with a worthy man for their preacher. The 
people in this part of the country are quite uncultivated. The 
country is hilly and rocky, except strips of interval on the streams. 

Returning through St. Michael I passed on to Doe Run Settle- 
ment, where I preached on the 23d instant. Here is a pleasant. 
flourishing settlement, in which I expect a Church will be consti- 
tuted; and a Mite Society formed, in the spring.—Passed on to the 
flourishing settlement of Belleview, where there is a Baptist 
Church under the care of Rey. Mr. Redding. I drew them a plan, 
and started a subscription to build 2 commodious meeting house; 
which they are carrying into effect. After preaching several times, 
and making arrangements to form a Mite Society in the spring, I 
departed for St. Louis. The rains prevented me from reaching 
two appointments, but I preached one evening in Herculaneum. — 

In tbis route 1 spent twenty-seven days—preached twenty-four 
times—attended three church meetings, one communion, and ene 
baptizing occasion—formed five Missionary Societies—visited a 
number of schools, and from house to house, and rode four hundred 
and sixty-six miles. The state of religion in the churches is gen- 
erally low: More laborers are greatly needed. Q pray the Lord 
of the harvest to send forth laborers into the harvest. 

In fraternal affection, y ours, &c. 

, JOHN M. PECK. 

P. S. By collections and subscriptions I raised about two hun- 

dred dollars. . | 


Missionary Intelligence. 


BURMAN MISSION. 


Extract of a Letter from Mrs. Jupson te her Friend in this Country. 
[From the American Baptist Magazine. |] 


Rancoon, February 10, 1818. 
My dear Mrs. C. 


It is now four long years and a half, since we took up our resi- 
dence in this spiritually benighted land, and to this day do we con- 
tinue to offer our thanks to God, for having brought, and continued 
ushere. 'To this day can we testify that God is good, that he is @ 
faithful covenant-keeping God, who is worthy of the entire trust 
and confidence of all his creatures. Never for a mement has he 
left us to feel that our views of the practicability of missions, oP 
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our first setting out, were visionary, consequently we have been 
preserved from those distressing, agonizing feelings resulting from 
regret and disappointment in a darting enterprise. On the contra- 
ry; we feel that missions to the heathen are practicable, and not 
only so, but the very blood of heathen souls will be required at the 
hand of those christians, who do not make every possible exertion 
te send the gospel among them. This is all that is required ef the 
christian world. ‘To give success, is another thing from using the 
means. God will not call us to an account for not converting the 
heathen. This, this is the work he reserves for himself. But he 
will call us to an account for not using the means, for this part of 
his work he has given his creatures to perform. Neither have 
we any reason to be discouraged, because he bas not given effi- 
cacy to the first communications of divine truth which we have 
made. It would be almost a miracle for these Birmans to throw 
away a system of religion which they have been accustomed to 

consider sacred from time immemorial, ou the very first intimations 
of its being false, or on the first intelligence that there was another 

and a better. They must have time to examine, to read our sacred 
writings, and to see the effect eur religion produces on its professors 
before they will (humanly speaking) feel the least ioelination to 

embrace the humbling doctrines of the gospel. They do not feel 
themselves in such a miserable perishing condition, as we view them; 
consequently they do not feel the necessity of laying hold on the 
hope set before them. We hope our friends and patrons will not be 
discouraged because no one of those poor Birmans who have heard 
the gospel has embraced it, but contiasue to strengthen and encour- 
age us by their prayers and communications, and in time we doubt 
not they, with us, will reap if they faint not. 


We are anxiously locking for the arrival of the missionaries, 
who we hope, have long since left America. God grant that they 
may pove true missionaries of the cross, prepared and willing to suf- 
fer, whatever may await them here. We consider the circum- 
stance of other missionaries haying their hearts turned toward the 
Birman empire, as an indication of the will of God to strengthen 
and establish this mission, and a prelude of his more merciful inten- 
tions to turn the Birmans from idolatry to serve the living God: I 
anticipate much happiness in once more enjoying the society of 
“ sister spirits,” in once more uniting with femate friends in social 
prayer. And O may it not be long before our number will be in- 
creased by the addition of Birman sisters, chosen from the ranks of 
idolatry to enlist under the banner of the Prince of peace. I have 
a meeting of fernales consisting of between twenty and thirty.— 
Sometimes I feel as if I could not leave them, until they had em- 
braced the Saviour of sinners. Some of them really listen with at- 
tention and ask pertinent questions, but I dare not hope that any 
Jasting impressions are made on their minds. None of them can 
read, consequently they retain but a short time what they hear. { 
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have desired some of them to learn to read, but they say they are 

too old, they cannot learn. Mr. Judson is abseni, or he would. 
write to Mr. ©. He left us six weeks ago for Chittagong, expect- 

img to ‘be absent three months. He was very anxious to see the 

christian Mugs there, and if possible bring one or two around with 

him, to instruct others, as they speak the Birman language. But 

the awful intelligence we have received since Mr. Judson’s depar- 

ture, respecting the instructor of these Mugs, iorbids us to hope 

much. from their piety. ‘Their instructor has proved a murderer,. 
and must (if pot already) be executed. The object of his wrath 

was the missionary De Bruyn, whose name you have no doubt seen 

in the Circular Letters or Periodical Accounts. We are extremely - 
anxious to have some account from Mr. Judson. You will readily 

imagine my situation is very lonely in his absence. Nothing but a 

sense of duty could have induced me to consent to bis departrre. 

Mr. Hough is very kind, affords me every assistance in his power, 

and will 1 think, prove a good missionary. I rejoice, my dear sis- 

ter, in your domestic happiness, and pray your little children may 

be spared and made blessings to you. Pray much for me, my dear 

Mrs. C. O pray that 1 may have much personal religion, live near 

to God, and be faithful unto death. I have many trials of a spirit- 
ual nature. O could you see my heart, my little devotedness to 

that dear Redeemer, who has given his life for siuners, you would 

feel that 1 was very unworthy of the bigh privilege of living amung 

the heathen. 

1 send you a Birman catechism. It is the first thing I ever 
wrote in the Birman language. { designed it only for the childrea 
in our enclosures, but it has since been printed and put in circula- 
tion. I do not expect you wil be able to read it,but it may be a. 
curiosity if you have never seen the Birman manner of writing. I 
have since written a translation of the book of Jonah, and part of . 
Daniel, not because I consider these books of any more importance 
than any other parts of the scripture, but because they were easier 
to translate. My paper is filled, therefore I must conclude with 
respect(ul compliments to Mr. C. 

Affectiouately yours, 


Conversion of the Sailors. 





NANCY JUDSON: 
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[From the Same.] | 


Conversion of the Sailors: 
Messrs. Editors, 7 
‘The account in your last Number of the interesting scenes whieh 
transpired on board the ship in which the missionaries sailed to In- 
dia, has no doubt filled many hearts with joy. I must confess while 
reading this account to my family, such powerful emotions were 
awakened in my breast, that I found it difficult to proceed. Feel- 
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ings of delight, of gratitude, and of astonishment compelled me re- 
peatedly to pause. The refiection ,that our dear brethren did not 
forget their missionary character, afforded me almost as much satis- 
faction as the success which attended their pious and faithf{ut la- 
bors. There was one conskleration, however, which caused me to 
“* Rejoice with trembling’’—the probability that some of these 
hopelul converts might make “ shipwreck of faith and a good con- 
science” before their return to America. I was fearful lest some 
ef them should be drifted from their course by the fatal current of 
sin, and thus perish on those shoals and quicksands which endanger 
our passage to eteruity.- Forever blessed be the Lord, there is rea- 
son to believe they have eseaped these evils. With Christ for 
their captain, the scriptures for their compass, the hope of the gos- 
pel as their anchor, and the Holy Spirit to waft them forward they 
seem to be steering to the port of endless rest. 

As soon as I heard of the arrival of the Independence, I went 
on board. .I was almost afraid to make inquiry of the officers, con- 
cerning the conduet of the men, lest my trembling apprehensions 
should be realized. It gave me however the greatest satisfaction 
to be informed both by the .capiain. and first mate, that the sailors 
had conducted with the greatest propriety. I observed to the first 
mate, we had received intelligence that several of the crew had be- 
come very serious on their voyage to Calcutta, and I wished to 
know from him whether their deportment on their passage home 
had been such as becomes reiigious men. He unhesitatingly assu- 
red me ithad. Having aseertained this pleasing fact, I gave them 
all an invitation to call on me, that I might hear from their own 
lips, ‘*‘ what the Lerd had cone for their souls.” 


+ The first evening after this invitation, only one of them visited 
me, the others being unavoidably engaged. From him Freceived a 
very pleasing and satisfactory account of his conversion to God.— 

Ft would occupy too much of your Magazine fo give a detail of the 
exercises of his mind. Suffice it to say, that N. from being a noto- 
rious swearer, and a lover of pleasure more than a lover of God, 
displays the meekness and humility of a disciple of Christ. “ 0, 
said he, “ never did I go such a voyage before! it is frequently the 
ease that sailors are picking up a qeareet swearing at one another, 
and sometimes fighting; but we were at: like a band of brothers: 
trying to please one another. I never was in a sbip where we 
knocked off the work so pleasantly and so cheerfuliy. There was 
no such thing as swearing all the way home. Such of our shipmates 
as had no religion did not swear in our hearing.” While attending 
to his artless story, the words of Watts occurred to my mind with 


peculiar force : 


Lions and beasts of savage name, 
Put on the nature of the lamb; 

While the wide world esteem it strange; 
Gaze, and admire, and hate the change. 
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On a succeeding evening three others came to converse with 
me. It was really a feast to hear these weather-beaten mariners 
felate their experience with the simplicity of little children. One 
of them; a Scotchman by birtb, said “ the day béfore he shipped on 
board the Independence he was very low in bis mind, and endeav- 
ored to remove it by intdxication,” but, as might be expected, the 
rmomentary excitement produced by the fiquor left him still more 
depressed. His convictions of sin however were not very deep, or 
permanent, till the Missionariés commenced their ministerial la- 
bors. ‘I‘hen he had a view of his lost Condition. He saw that he 
Was exposed to the tremendous storm of divine wrath. He obser- 
ved “ he felt so bad that he thought he could not possibly live.” 
At first he supposed he could do much himself. Said he, “‘ 1 thought 
I could knock off swearing, and knoek off drunkenness, but I soon 
found I could dot-othing of myself.’ He was at last brought to 
hope in the mercy of God threugh our Lord Jesus Christ. ! 

The Norwegian, who was taught by one of the Missionaries to 
read, gave a very affecting account of the dealings of the Lord to 
his soul. His broken language gave a peculiar charm te the story 
of his life, and especially of his return to God. Said he, “ for 
some time I did not tink of dese tings at all. L made sport of 
dem, and to’t™t all foolishnéss. One day Mr Wheelock, he talk 
to me, to turn from my evil ways; but in my inside I laughed at 
him. Afterward my conscience pricked me, I to’t dere was some- 
ting in religiou. Den I feit so bad I could’nt help crying—TI felt 
such a Joad of guilt on my conscience, I did‘nt know what to do— 
After dis I had sin-sorrow, and prayed fo de Lord he would have 
mercy on me.” ‘This poor man saw that salvation could be ob- 
tained oaly through the blood of Christ. But 1 can do no justice 

to the childlike manner in which he spake of divine things; 1 shali 
therefore forbear any further description of his conversation. 

-S F. Another of the sailors, has had a good education, and is 
an amiable young man. Having set under the ministry of the gos- 
pel in England, his habits previous to his becoming truly seri- 
Gus were more correct than is usual among séa-faring men. I trust 
he will be an ornament to a christian profession. There are two 
or three others whom I have not seen, but of whom their breth- 
ren speak well. 

It will be gratifying to the friends of missions, te be informed 
that three of the sailors of their own accord have each presented 
three dollars to aid the funds of the Baptist Foreign Mission Socie- 
ty. When the rest return to town they will probably do the same, 
as they unanimously agreed while at sea, to present their mites to 
the Society. 

I have been thus particular in my account of these men for the 
satisfaction of your vcumerous readers. They may rely on ‘the 
xbove as a plain statement of facts. I have introduced no colour- 
ing in the representation for the sake of giving effect. What is here 
recorded will leave an impression’ far short of that which would be 
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felt in a personal interview with them. Perhaps it would be im- 
proper to close this communication, without a few brief reflec- 
tions. 

1. We learn what great good may be done by missionaries, 
When they possess the spirit of their station. Had our brethren 
contented themselves with the idea that they were sent as Missien- 
aries to Burmah, and had no special duty to periorm till they arri- 
ved there, we should probably have heard nothing of the conversion 
of the sailors. ‘l'o their honor be it stated, they commenced their 
labors on board the vessel as early after their embarkation as pos- 
sible. They not only preached on deck, by the kind and cheerful 
permission of the Captain, but embraced opportunities of conver- 
sing with the crew in the forecastle, and while one was engaged 
in teaching a poor foreigner to read the English language, the other 
was performing the same kind office for another foreigner. While 
pursuing these works of love, the Holy Spirit descended as a mon- 

‘itor, and as a comforter. Such were the effects which followed, 
the sailors as well as the Missionaries exclaimed, “ that instead of 
the ship being a floating prison, it was a floating heaven.”’ 

2. We are taught by this interesting event the efficacy of pray- 
er. 

No one present at the prayer meeting, when the Missionaries 
Were commended to the protection of the Lord. can easily forget 
the solemn services of that evening. There was a remarkable 
spirit of devotion. And while the Missiouaries were prayed for, 
the officers and men were not forgotten. There is reason to be- 
lieve that the prayer of faith was heard. A sceptic may smile at 
this remark, but Christians who believe that God has made it their 
duty to pray, and that he answers prayer, will give it the impar- 
tance it deserves. . | 

3. Let us be encouraged to hope that our Missionary brethren 
will be succeeded in their labors. A recollection of what the Lord 
has done, should inspire us with confidence in him for future suo- 
cess. ‘The conduct of our brethren on board the ship is a pledge 
that they will enter on their labors with zeal, and persevere in 
them with faithfulness and constancy. ‘Ihe same power which ac- 
companied their ministrations on the water, can with the greatest 
ease subdue the hearts of Burmans to the trath. May we not in- 
dulge the hope that this power will be exerted, till we hear that 
Gaudma bas fallen, and his votaries have become the humble fol- 
lowers of the Son of God. 

4. I cannot dismiss this paper without entreating christians to 
remember these converted sailors at a throne of grace. Q! pray 
for them that they may be kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation. Perhaps few men are placed in more trying cir- 
cumstances than they are. Compelled by their calling to be with 
men of no religion, and exposed to their sneers and scoffs, they will 
greatly need the ballast of divine grace to enable them steadily to 

L. } 














































ie ~ee 
. a ed 


wt eS 


$06 Letter from Mr. Colmar. 


keep on their way. O! pray for them, that out. of the fulness of 
Christ they may receive, and grace for grace. ‘There are ma- 
ny other evils unavoidably connected with a seafaring life, which 
must be detrimental to the spiritual growth of the christian. Among 
these may be enumerated, absence from the means of grace—the 
time which is spent in ports where the gospel is not preae¢hed—the 
situation of sailors as strangers who have few or none to watch 
over them, to admonish or console them, even in places where e- 
vangelical truth is proclaimed. A consideration of all these cir- 
cumstances should excite the sympathy and prayers of all who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

May the Lord keep them from falling, and grant them an abund- 
ant entrance into his heavenly kingdom. In whatever part of the 
world they may terminate the voyage of life, it is my earnest pray- 
er that each of them may have the triumphant feelings so beauti- 
fully expressed in the lines of Henry Kirke White, 


Now safely moor’d, my perils o’er, 
1’}] sing, first in night’s diadem, 
Forever, and forevermore, 
The Star—the Star of Bethlehem. 
EU MENES. 
Boston, Fes. 2, 1819. 
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[From the American Baptist Magazine-] 


BURMAN MISSION. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Colman fo one of the 
Editors. 
Serampore, June 25, 1815. 
My dear and respected Pastor, 


Before this time you have undoubtedly concluded that we have 
jvined our dear friends in Burmah. But the Lord has directed oth- 
erwise. ‘I'he trade between Calcutta and Rangoon is very dull. 
No treight can be obtained for the latter place. In addition to this 
the south east monsoon has set in which is directly contrary to ves- 
sels proceeding to any port of the Burman dominions. But we feel 
muvre contented to remain here now, than we did a short time since. 
Mr. Felix Carey has lately arrived at Serampore, and has gener- 
ously offered to instruct us in the Burman language until an oppor- 
tuaity offers for our conveyanee to Rangoon. Accordingly we have 
ail commenced, and feel, I believe, real satisfaction in treading this 
new path. We find it rugged and intricate; but hope it will ere 
long conduct us to an extensive field of usefulness and pleasure.— 
We look torward to the time when, in this language, we shall speaks 
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¢he words of eternal life to the perishing heathens. And must if 
not be a most animating consideration to us, that through this chan- 
nel the waters of the sanctuary will flow to the millions of Burmah, 
cleansing their hearts from sia, and sweeping away every vestige 
of their former idolatry ? This prospect, I confess, exhilerates my 
spirits; strings every nerve, and awakens every dormant feeling.— 
l'rue the heat of the climate has a most enfeebling tendency, and 
the superstition of the heathen rises tike a mountain before the mis- 
sionary. But while reading the promises of God, he will be led 
to say, “ who art thou, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabek 
thou shalt become a plaio.”” ‘The eye of the missionary should 
not be bounded by present objects. He should look forward to the 
time when the difficulties which at first obstruct his path will be 
surmounted, and when he shall engage in the delightful employ of 
pointing pagans to the Lamb of God. For years his lips may be 
closed in silence. A foreign language must be acquired. This 
work will consume much of his time and youthful vigor. But this 
being accomplished, his reward begins to come,—then the sweet 
satisfaction of relating the proposals of mercy to the poor pagans.— 
‘l'o them the gospel will be as new as it was to the shepherds on 
the plains of Judea, or to the apostles when first they were called 
to follow the Saviour of mankind. ‘T’o them the history of the Re- 
deemer's birth, and life, and death will be clothed as much with alk 
the charms of novelty, as though it had never been known to an 
individual upon earth. And should he see the blush of shame, for 
past transgressions, covering their cheeks, and the tear of penitence 
stealing frem their eyes, will he not felicitate himself for all the 
sacrifices which he has made, and for all the toils which he has en- 
dured? But if through life, he reaps no harvest, still he has the 
satisfaction to know that the seed is sown, and that it will eventu- 
ally produce. Ifthe missionaries at Serampore had not been bles- 
sed with a single convert, they could, by no means, lament the man- 
ner in which the prineipal part of their time has been employed.— 
Must it not afford them unspeakable pleasure to reflect that they 
have given the oracles of truth to millions ef the present generation 
in India, and to millions yet unborn who will reside in the same 
part of the world? that, in laying the foundation for the future 
triumphs of our Lord in Asia, they have also laid the foundation for 
a happy change in the temporal circumstances, and eternal pros- 
pects of its vast population to the remotest age of time. Such la- 
bors will bear examination in the decline of life, and afford sweet 
consolation upou a dying bed. A contemplation of them will swell 
the song of the missionary when he bews before the throne of God 
and the Lamb. 

‘I'he quarier of the globe in which we expect to reside must be 
interesting to a pious mind. Here our first parents were created; 
here Abraham lived, and Jesus died. Asia was the most distin- 
guished part of the werld for several thousand years. And have 
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we not reason to believe that it will yet be highly distinguished 
for the triumphs of divine grace? Other gections of the earth are 
thinly inhabited when compared with this. And when the Hin- 
doos, and Burmans, and Chinese are converted, what a loud an- 
them of praise will arise to our blessed Lord? May we not sup- 
pose that Palestine will yet be the most interesting spot upon the 
surface of the globe ? When the Jews shall return to the ‘and of 
their forefathers; when they shall plant their vineyards, and eat 
the fruit thereof without molestation; when they shall rebuild Je- | 
rusalem; and when, with holy transport they shall ascend Mount 
Calvary, and worship him who there waa crucified, will not the 
eyes of the whoie world be fastened upon them? Will they not be 
comparable to the prodigal son, and excite the admiration and 
praise of angels and men? But I must forbear, though inclination 
prompts me to enlarge. 

A few days since we were much distressed by a report that the 
Portuguese priests, the Armenians, and Baptist Missionaries had 
been ordered to leave the Burman empire immediately. With much 
anxiety I went to Calcutta to ascertain what credit should be at- 
tached to the report. After much fatigue I found that the Portu- 
guese priests had been ordered to leave the empire on suspicion 
that they were spies of the British Government. I saw a letter, 
however, from Mr. Hough which states, that he had been examined 
upon the ground of suspicion, but says nothing with reference to 
his being sent-away. I also learnt that the Vice Roy of Rangoon 
considers the charge against the Portuguese priests to be unfoun- 
ded, and intends to intercede for them. Being a relation of the 
royal family, and high in favor with the Prince, it is supposed 
that his mediation will restore them to their former condition. We 
had many fearful apprehensions, but after hearing every part of the 
story, we can with confidence say, that we consider them entirely 
unnecessary. I did intend to say nothing of this report, but as it 
was published in the papers, I was afraid that it might ‘reach the 
United States, and produce needless fears in the minds of our 
friends. ‘The opinion given above, accords with that of the breth- 
ren at Serampore. 

We are now anxiously looking for Mr. Judson. About the time 
we sailed from Boston, he sailed from Rangoon, bound to Chitta- 


gong which is about half way between Calcatta and Rangoon. But 


the vessel being dull at sailing, could make no progress against the 
head winds. After being upon the water 12 weeks she reached Ma- 
saulipatam, which is upon the opposite shore of the bay. Duringa 
part of this time, the people fon board suffered much for want of 
provisions and water. I understand that for five days Mr. Judson, 

only a wine glass of water. From Masaulipatam, he came by 
Wind to Madras. We have great reason to be thankful that the 
Lord has preserved him, and trust that he will be brought to us 
quickly and safely. 











I have taken the liberty to send you my diary, and hope that it 
will in some degree be gratifying to yeu. Remember me affection- 
ately to Mrs. S. We hope soon to receive the Magazioe from her. 
With much pleasure I received your letter. It afforded us great 
satisfaction to learn that you remembered us in your petitions to 
God, Oh, forget us not. Pray that we may be fitted for our work— 
may be clothed with humilt!y, patience and zeal, and may be ren- 
dered abundantly useful. Could I see you, my dear pastor, and 
some others of my American friends, one of the dearest wishes of 
my heart would be gratified. But this privilege I expect oot on 
earth. O may we meet in heaven, never, never to be separated. 

Yours affectionately, and respectfully, 


J. COLMAN. 


[From the Same. ] 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Wheelock to one of the 


f Editors. 


On board the Independence, at sea— 
March 26, 1818. 
DEAR Sir, 


No ordinary emotions possess my bosom, while I address my 
dear, unsnpeakably dear pastor. Weil do I remember the first time 
that I visited you. I then felt myself to be a sinner, a sinner ex- 
posed to the wrath of God. My dear Mrs. C. accompanied me te 
your dwelling, and for my poor soul, you presented your petitions 
to the God of grace. It was not long ere I was again permitted 
to visit you, and recount his gracious dealing toward me. Well do 
J remember the happy season when you led me down into Jordan’s 
stream, and buried me with Christ in baptism; when you gave me 
a welcome reception into the bosom of the church, to partake of 
her joys and sorrows. Nor will the solemu engagemerts which I 
there made, ever be forgotten. May they never be broken. [ do 
indeed lanrent that I have walked so unworthy of God, “ who 
hath called me,’ as I humbly trust, “ unto his kingdom and 
glory.”’ 

The fatherly advice, which, from time to time, you have given 
me; and the tender interest which you have manifested in my wel- 
fare, can never be forgotten, can never fail to excite emotions of 
gratitude. Especially do I remember your kindness in bringing me 
forward, to enjoy the advantages ef an education, that, under God, 
I might in some degree, be qualified for the great work which he 
has been pleased to assign me. Language can but feebly describe 
the feelings of my heart towards you. Forgive, dear sir, the free- 
dem with which I write. For “ out of the abundance of my heart, 
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does my mouth speak.” Happy amI under these considerations, 
to remember that you mill not, that you cannot lose your reward. 
We trust, dear sir, that the prayers which have been offered for 
the ship’s company, have been, in some degree, answered. We 
dare not be confident, but, in the judgment of charity, we hope 
that five or more of the sailors are brought to a knowledge of * the 
truth, as it is in Jesus.’’ Indeed, their daily life evinces that this 
is the case. ‘I'o them the Saviour is truly precious. They speak, 
as if taught of God. The work has been gradual. “ ‘he Still 
small voice,” apparently called them. Their distress, though 
sometimes great, has been allayed by the gentle whispers of mer- 
cy. Their simplicity and honesty afforded us much pleasure. We 
find them very ingenuous, too much so to be hypocrites. The 
other sailors appear to be serious. Indeed, we did hope that some 
of them had also experienced a gracious change, but of them “ we 
stand in doubt.” © may they aiso be brought to a knowledge of 
the truth. We desire to adore the rich grace which has been (Que 
remarkably manilested. 


Caucurta, May 18, 1818.—With much pleasure, I resume my 
pen to address you, my dear father. Your interesting ietter, [ 
again perused this morning, with new delight. It is ‘‘ like cold 
water to a thirsty soul.” It is with much interest that I hear res- 
pecting our brethren. Though I have ever deemed the work of 
the ministry, and especially the work of the missionary, most im- 
portant, I have been more deeply convinced of this truth, since I 
jeft my native land. ‘The peculiar talents, the ardent and undis- 
sembled piety, the consummate prudence and wisdom, absolutely 
necessary to qualify a man to be a missionary, appear in so strik- 
ing a manner, that I tremble for myself, and most sensibly feel the 
need of much of that “ wisdom which is from ahove, and which is 
profitable to direct.””, Never before did I view in sostriking a man- 
ner. the words of the ‘ wise man,’ * In ali thy ways acknowledge 
God, and he shall direct thy paths.”’ If not deceived, the Lord 
has guided me into the path of duty, and prospered me io it.— 
Notwithstanding the trials which I have been called to endure, 4 
siveet peace and serenity of soul have been graciously bestowed 
upon me. I look forward to a life of trial with composure; deter- 
mined to walk in the path ef duty, resting assured of the truth of 
that sweet promise which the Lord gave me, before I left the 
counter, ““ My grace is sufficient for thee.”” Through your pray: 
ers, my dear pastor, and those of the dear people of God, 1 doubt 
not but “ He, who has helped me hitherto,” will continue his sup- 
porting hand, and enable me to live in some degree as becomes the 
missionary of the cross. This is the ardent desire of my soul. 
Oh! may I never be left to sacrifice his cause to my own personal 
ease or interest. When I cease to glorify God, may I cease to 
draw my vital breath. Life is not desirabJe, unless by it, God is 
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honored. Ido not wonder that you trembled for us, considering 
our youth and inexperience. And, when we remember, how many 
that have begun well, have at last disgraced the cause of God, we 
have much reason to tremble for ourselves. 


SerAmpore, June 19th.—Permit me to transcribe a part of my 
diary written since I arrived, and send it to you, my dear pastor. 


Caucurra, May 17th.—Attended Bengalee worship this morn- 
ing. After sermon brother Peters arose, and made a very fervent 
prayer. He is considered the best of the native preachers, has a 
very fine commanding voice, and obtaine much attention from the 
natives.—Between nine and ten o’clock, we went from the chapel 
to a Bengalee place of worship, made of bamboos and mats. Our 
English brethren. E. Carey and J. Penney accompanied us. And 
here we had another meeting, which lasted nearly three hours. 
Four addresses were delivered, two by brother Carey, and two by 
the native brethren. Several hyms were sung, and several pray- 
ers offered. ‘Though the speakers were barbarians to me, the meet- 
ing was highly interesting. 1 am quite at a loss to know how to 
give you any description of the place of worship, and of the as- 
sembly. 1 never beheld any thing of the kind before; and both 
are so unlike any thing of this nature in America, that I fear no 
language of mine can convey a correct idea to your mind. I can 
only say, that I believe the same gospel was preached as is preach- 
ed there. The pulpit was composed of bamboos stuck in the 
ground on a little raised spot of earth. The house would probably 
contain 150 people. Sometimes it was pearly full, but, perhaps, 
in a few minutes, the number of people would be quite reduced. 
Many were continually passing, engaged in their worldly occupa- 
tion. They frequently stopped, and listened for a few moments to 
what was sakl, made their remarks, and went away. One said— 
‘ The common people do this (preach) to get their bread.’ An- 
other, * ‘This ts not right.” An old woman, who had listened some 
time, said, ‘ That is very true, that is very true.” The preachers 
were repeatedly intesrupted by being questioned. One inquired, 
‘What are tythes? ‘I'he subject of the speaker was the Pharisee 
and Publican. Another was so inquisitive and talkative, that he 
nearly broke up the assembly. Some frequently come and inquire 
of their native brethren, ‘ What is this?’ The answer given is, Je- 
sus Christ, Jesus Christ. May we not, then, conclude that many 
will hear of this sacred name, and seek a knowledge of him ?— 
Duriag worship, one of their gods passed by, attended with much 
noise and many people. Some went out, but the greater part re- 
mained. ‘The offence of the cross is very great to them. I am 
informed by our brethren, that they will hear a discourse on moral 
subjects, but if they are told that there is no Saviour but Jesus 
Christ, they are quite offended, and frequently go away. After 
meeting a number of tracts were distributed among them. They 
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$12 Letter from Mr. Wheelock. 


appeared very anxious to obtain them. But they are quite fond 
of any books. I was not a little interested at beholding a Burman 
present, though it is probable he did not understand. What bowels 
of compassion I felt for him! How did I long to preach to him, and 
to his nation, ‘‘ the upsearchable riches of Christ!’ What. would 
our congregations in America have thought, to have beheld this al- 
most naked assembly; to have some with baskets, some with bun- 
dies on their heads, others sitting on the ground, and some constant- 
ly coming or going from meeting? What feelings of pity, of com- 
passion, of love, must have been excited in every pious soul! What 
devout aspirations would have ascended to God for the salvation of 
these deluded Pagans. | 

June 6. Towards night, I walked out with brother Penney 
among the native buts. ‘I'hey are principally built of mud and 
straw. One that was built by the owner’s hands, entirely, to ap- 
pearance, of mud, looked very neat. They are exceedingly ou- 
merous, and stand very close to each other. The natives are quite 
civil; indeed they are remarkable for their politeness. Some of the 
females were much afraid of us and ran awayas we approached them. 
It was affecting to behold their degraged condition. We went 
among some of the farmers. What a difference between them and 
our American farmers! I could scarcely believe that these were far- 
mers. Their cattle looked very meagre, as if roughly treated, aod 
quite small. All their cattle appear small, when compared with 
ours. How interesting would it be to our dear friends to walk 
here! what sensibilities would it awaken! O! how did I long to 
preach tothem ‘the unsearchable riches of Chrisé!’” But alas! 
my mouth was shut. May I soon arrive at Burmah, and com- 
mence the acquisition of their language. Several years howev- 
er will undoubtedly elapse before I can direct the poor Burmans 
to the “ Lamb of God.” Brother Judson says truly, that “ the 
thoughts of these people run in channels opposite to ours,’”’ We 
also went into a bazar, (market.) The noise and bustle reminded 
me of Boston market. Here again I have to remark, that a very 
striking contrast between the two was presented. I saw no meat 
at all. A few little fishes, fruit, and vegetables, were the prin- 
cipal commodities fer sale. The people who sold things were 
seated on a mat spread upon the floor. A view of it only, I think 
can give you a correct idea of,the bazar. 

14th. Lord’s-day. Spoke in the morning in the chapel; in the 
afternoon heard Brother Ward preach in Bengalee. About one 
hundred of the natives were present, 20 of whom are members 
of the church. Evening heard Dr. Carey deliver a most excellent 
sermon, text Romans xii. 2. Received a precious letter this even- 
ing from our dear sister P. It was truly refreshing. It is another 
proof that our beloved friends had not forgoiten us. | : 

Tuesday, 16th. This evening received a packet of Magazines 
and letters from our beloved Dr. B. Never was I so affected be- 
fore by a letter. It contained a bymn composed on our depar- 
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ture from America. Surely it is enough (o draw fears from eyes 
which never wept before. Ah! my dear father, my dear mother, 
my dear sister, and did you feel thus pained at parting with your 
unworthy Willard? Oh! why should you weep? But I will 
not ask why ? Nature loudly tells mewhy! Iamnot - - - 
Could you this evening witness the tears which have copiously 
flowed down my cheeks, you would be conscious that I am pos- 
sessed of a nature similar to your own. But ab! while I weep for 
you, permit me also to weep fer the poor heathen. Even now 
while I write, the horrid din of their music, at this late hour, (be- 
tween 10 and 11 o'clock; at vight) strikes my ears. ‘Thousands of 
them are preparing for a grand festival of Juggernaut; which we 
expect to behold in a day or two. Let me then weep also for these 
wretched idojators. And while a spark of life, or a drop of vital 
blood remains, let me labor for the salvation of their immortal 
souls. Oh! my dear Pastor, how great are my obligations to God, 
nd to you! O that this evening I could express to you the grati- 
ude I feel. While I live | humbly trust the Lord will enable me 
to pray for you. I have read a good part of your Magazine, and 
my heart rejoices at the cheering news it contains: 1 have had 
the pleasure of becoming acquainted with Rey. Messrs. Townly 
and Keith. They preach in Calcutta, and appear much engaged 
in the blessed cause of missions. While America manifests so 
much zeal in this glorious work, may immortal blessings be conti- 
nually poured upon her, May she become a “ mountain of holi- 
ness and a habitation of righteousness.”” How highly favored is 
she already! And how highly favored may we conclude she wiil 
be, if she continues to exert herself in the cause of Ged! Go on, 
my christian friends, <o on in the work of the Lord; nor cease from 
your noble and glorious efforts, while one feliow sinner is ignorant 
of the adorable Jesus. You shall not labor in vain. God is faith- 
ful; and in due time you shall reap, if you faint not. Expect not 
“immediate success. This cannot reasonably be expected. . Could 
you see the heathen, I am inclined te think that you would utterly 
despair of their conversion, did you not possess unshaken confi- 
dence ir the promises of the eternal and immutable Jehovah. His 
word is settled in heaven. It must be accomplished. The gospel 
must prevail. “Ihe kingdoms of this world must become the king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The period ss ar- 
rive, when ‘‘ the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.” 
O, blessed era! I hail thee with delight. I lift my mournful eyes 
from this at present dark world, and leck forward to thee with di- 
vine rapture. What cannot Omnipotence perform? When it ceas- 
es to be an attribute of our God, let us then despair of the success 
of his cause; ‘ yes, let us then, and not till then, despair of success 


in his cause. 
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Jane 18th. Witnessed the awful scene—the worship of Jugger- 
naut. Dr. Marshman ealculated that there were at least 500,00¢ 
people present. As far as the eye could reach, and much farther, 
the ground was covered with them. It seemed as if you might 
walk upon their heads. A number of baskets of flowers and fruit, 
were brought as offeritigs; amd, when they appeared, the people 
set up an universal cry of approbation. But when Juggernaut bim- 
self was brought out, every eye was turned towards him, and eve- 
ry individual, as it were, was engaged in acts of adoration, and in 
demonstrations of joy. They puta rope round his neck, and hoist- 
ed him on a high pedestal, whence he might be viewed by the sur- 
rounding fhousands. ‘he people now appeared mad, which mad- 
ness increased as the Bramins uncovered his majesty ; (for he was 
covered up with two cloths around hishead ; and it seemed as if he 
must have been smothered.) After he had been exposed awhile, 
they sprinkled him, by turning water into a sort of showery batb, 
held over his head. And when they had well bathed him, and 
his wife and child, who were by his side, they anointed him ;— 
and this immense concourse dispersed. What a scene was this!!! 
Oh! that American Christians could realize it. How would their 
hearts bleed for the poor Heathen ! 


You wiil not, dear sir, ease to pray for your very affectionate 


W. E. WHEELOCK. 


[From the Same. | 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Colman to one of the 


Editors. . 
Calcutta, August 3, 1818. 


My dear Pastor, 


Since writing my last letter, L have had the pleasure of receiv- 
ing two from you: —Qae via Bombay, and the other, I think by 
Mr. Cooper, who lately arrived at this port. I cannot, express how 
much I was refreshed and animated by them. ‘i'hey contain pe- 
culiarly interesting intelligence. ‘The conversion of Miss 
and of Mr. -~—— , must excite gratitude and joy in the bosom 
of every saint. It was gratifying also to learn that the friends in 
Cambridgeport had united as a church of Christ. May it be like 
‘‘ a city set on a hill,” and may the dear church in Charles Street 
continue to ‘* move on ia harmony and peace, and be increased 
with the increase of God.” ) 

It affords us no small degree of pleasure that our beloyed friends 
so frequently remember us at the throne of grace. I trust that, in 
some meusure, their prayers have been already answered. Who 
can (ell from how many dangers we have been preserved, and wilh 
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how many blessings we have been favored, in answer to the peti- 
tions of our dear brethren! O that their supplicafions may continue 
to ascend to God on our account! We shall need them much in 
Burmah. ‘I'hat is. indeed, a land of darkness, and of the shadow 
of death. It is full of the habitations of cruelty. The jealousy, 
injustice, and rapacity of its government, have become proverbial. 
As Mrs. Judson says, “* We have every thing to fear from man, 
and every thing to hope from God.” We are convinced, I trust, 
that all our strength and consolation must come from Hin. Were 
it not for his faithful promises, we should have no encouragement 
to labor among the Burmans. But he has engaged to be with his 
servants, and to succeed their efforts. And shall we not trust his 
word P 
That a missienary should enjoy much communion with God, 
and possess much personal piety, appears to me increasingly evi- 
dent. In a land where there is every thing of an outward nature 
to diminish his zeal, and to discourage his attempts, he will soon 
droop in his work, unless he is daily invigorated by intercourse 
with Heaven. ‘The enervation of body and mind which arises 
from the nature of the elimate, the state of society among the hea- 
then, and the small number of religious privileges which the Mis- 
sionary enjoys, all tend to depress his spirits, and to relax his ef- 
forts : it is therefore absolutely necessary that he should be blessed 
with daily communications of grace. 

After being in Bengal three months and a half, we are favored 
with the prospect of sailing, in a few days, for Rangoon. ‘To-mor- 
row we expect to put all our things on board the brig Salamanca, 
commanded by Capt. Hurst. She is 160 tons burden, and copper 
bottomed. We have paid 800 rupees ($400) for our passage and 
provisions. ‘This sum is very large for so short a voyage; but we 
could obtain no better terms. Money i is the great object with 
masters of vessels sailing from this port. We hoped, as I iatima- 
ted in my last, to enjoy the company of Mr. Judson during our 
voyage. But finding a vessel at Madrass bound to Rangoon, he 
took passage in her, and has we trust, before this joined his com- 
panions in labor. 

The following account of burying a woman alive with the dead 
body of her husband, may be depended on as correct. 


From the “ Government Gazette,” printed at Calcutta, July 9th, 
1818. 

“In the Times of Tuesday last, we observe an account of bury- 
ang the living with the dead, a practice which appears to obtain 
among Hindoos of the cast of Weavers. Two gentlemen proceed- 
ing up the river Hooghly, observing a concourse of people assem- 
bled at Corder, a village about two miles below Isherah, and leara- 
ing the cause, put on shore in the vain hope that their presence 
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$16 Revival among the Wyandot Indians. 


would prevent the immolation of a human being, if not perfectly 
voluvtary on the part of the victim. This, however, they had rea- 
son to believe expedited the ceremony, for on getting on shore, the 
woman had heen placed in the hole dug for the purpose, with the 
dead body of their husband. The hole was about eight or nine 
feet deep, and about three in diameter, like a well, (with the bodies 
placed upright;) into which the relations were throwing earth, and 
the eldest son of the woman, about nineteen years old, dancing 
over the botlies in the hole, and treading it down, until it came - 
above the heads, when a genera! shout closed the munstrous and 
horrid ceremony. No complaint or cry was uttered by the patient 
gufferer. ‘ After this outrage'on human feeling had been commit- 
ted, the deluded son with the insensibility of a savage, came for- 
ward, and introduced to the gentlemen, his uncles and other rela- 
tions, who had been employed in performing what they seem to 
have considered a religious and sacred obligation. It is worthy of 
remark, that the cireumstance here described took place on the 2d 
igstant, only about ten miles from Calcutta.” 


This is a shocking instance of superstition and depravity. | 
am informed that in the same town, twenty-six widows were burnt 
during the last year. How indispensably necessary it is that the 
sacred influences of the Spirit should attend the preached word! 
Without these, the most vigorous efforts will be in vain. The 
distribution of Bibles and Tracts, and the ministration of the gos- 
pel ina plaio and faithful manner, will be of no avail unless the 
Lord add his blessing. O that in Burmah we may have wisdom 
and strength. I feel myself utterly insufficient for the important 
work in which I expect to engage. Pray that I may be upheld by 
almighty power, and rendered useful to the poor Burmaps. 

Yours affectionately, and respectfully, 


J. COLMAN. 
—— + 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION AMONG THE WYANDOT 
- INDIANS. 


[Extracted from the Republican Farmer. } 


Being requested to make a statement relative to the apparent 
work of God, among the W yandot Indians. I cheerfully comply, 
in hopes that it may cause some pious souls to rejoice, and lead 
christians to fresh exertions, to send the gospel among the natives 
of our land. I am connected in blood both with the Indians and 
Africans. Ought I not, therefore, to wish for the salvation of my 
kindred according to the flesh ? 

The first time I visited this people, was about two years ago 
this month. The first time I spake to them, was on the sabbath 
after their feast wasover. They appeared uninterested. J request- 
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ed permission to preach again the next day, which was granted. 
Only one old woman attended. 1 appointed another meeting the 
next day; and only one old man attended.—A trader among the 
Indians, ridiculed me for preaching to an audience of one. How- 
ever, what the old man said strengthened me- He said one of his 
sons had killed another. Sivee that time he had been trying to 
turn from his sins, and pray to God; and was thankful to God that 
I had come to help him. 

’ ‘The next day two or three attended. At this meeting a young 
man asked me how | knew what was in his heart, and said, that, 
on last sabbath, I bad told what he had done, and what he design- 
ed to do—that his heart had been jumping ever since. I directed 
him to call upon God for mercy. A few weeks after on the sabbath 
before the assembly, he said, many~ things he had done, he did not 
consider to be sinful until I told him. He had it in his heart to 
murder ; but he was resolved to amend his ways. He was notori- 
ously wicked ; but is nowreformed. I have not heard of his drink- 
ing too much, but once since that time. 

Regularly 1 held meetings on the sabbath, and two days in the 

week. Our meetings.were soon crow'ed, so that the council house 
could not hold all. Sometimes we spent all night long at meeting. 
_ The natives daily and nightly crowded about the house where I 
lived. Nature sometimes yeilded, and I sought some private place 
to rest. These poor beloved natives would often shed tears, as 
they related their feelings, and exhorted others to flee from the 
wrath to come.—T hus was spent the winter. In the spring 1 was 
obliged to leave them. At parting I did not discover a dry eye in 
the council house. Never did I pass through a more affecting 
scene. 
- [ understand that they held meetings during my absence. I re- 
turned in the fall. When I returned they appeared’at first more 
indifferent, some however, appeared stedfast. Within a few weeks 
their attention increased. [left them again last March. They 
gave me twenty dollars, to enable me to return immediately. I 
should judge that this poor people have given me to the amount of 
seventy dollars—-forty of which were in cash; and I might have 
taken much more. I have received many presents in provisions. 
‘The head chief has made me a valuable present. This I include in 
the seventy dollars. 

All the chiefs are friendly, and one I hope isa christian. I trust 
forty souls have been renewed by the Holy Ghost, eighty-five 
have publicly declared their resolution to break off from their sins. 
This people continue to be engaged:—All ye that fear the Lord, 
blese his holy name. “ Bless the Lord, oh my soul.” 


JOHN STEWART. 
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$90 Letter from Dr. Marshman... Extract, Ge. 


Mr. Chapin was baptized in the morning of the Lord's-day, be- 
fore public worship; after which be delivered a very solemn and 
a nimating discourse before the above named church and congrega- 
tron. In the afternoon the Pastor addressed the congregation from 
the following words : Luke xviii. 22—-30. ‘Lo, we have left all, 
and followed thee,” &c.- After which Mr. C was admitted 
with the usual solemnities 43 a member of the church. While the 
Paster was tendering bim the right hand of fellowship; a glow of 
tenderness seémed to spread over the face of the who le assembly, 
and some were bathed in tears. 


Few men in our times have made greater sacrifices to principle 
than Mr, C. He has left all for Christ, for the sake of answering a 
good conscience towards God. 

We do most cordially and affectionately recommend him to the 
churches of our devomination, as a man of piety, talents, and of 
correct sentiments. 

_ Mr. Chapin graduated at Cambridge, 1804; has been Pastor of 
thé above church for nine years, has been blessed within two years 
past, with an extensive revival of religion, among his people; and 
has been lionorably dismissed by an ecclesiastical council. 
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BAPTIST MISSION. 
Extract of a letter from Dr. Marshman to Dr. Ryland, 
dated February 15, 1818- 


I now write merely te send you a half finished eopy of a “ Re- 
view of Missions.”’ ‘The rest will follow, I hope, in a week; it 
may indeed reach you before this. My heart has been cheered 
beyond measure in writing it. The Lord is surely blessing the 
mission, and that abundantly. He will plant the Gospel in India. 
Four hundred baptized in these three years past; the gospel made 
known in twenty-five stations, of which tweaty are occupied by 
gifts he has raised up in India. .What can He not do? Bless the 
Lord with us, and trust him evermore. 

—— bod 


Catcutta.—Extract from Mr. Keith’s Journal. 


April 10th—This being one of the Hindoo holidays, a great 
number of people passed my house, with all their horrid din of idol 
music. On looking out, I saw a man dancing With two cords thro’ 
his sides, his head and neck adorned with flowers. Other parties 
follered, some of whom had iron rods, about half an inch broad, 
and an inch and an half thick, which they ran through their sides; 
and others throvgh their tongues; they were of various lengths, 
some of them three, others six cubits lone. 

Mr. Keith earnestly requests more missionaries. ‘In my judg- 
ment,”” says he, ‘a hundred missionaries would not be too many 
for Calcutta, and its environs; they might all preach to different 
congregations at the same time. 
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